
In the early 1940’s pianist Walter Gross wrote a tune, known informally as 
“Walter’s Melody,” that he played for friends and at club dates. One of 
Gross’ friends, singer                                      Margaret Whiting, introduced 
the pianist to lyricist Jack Lawrence who, in turn, wrote lyrics for the tune. 
Gross initially objected to                             “Tenderly” for the title but he 
eventually came around






