
Father of the jazz violin, Joe Venuti, introduced “Moonglow” on a recording 
date for the American Record Company’s Banner label in September, 1933  
The composer Will Hudson, tells that the composition happened very simply. 
“Back in the early ‘30s, I had                            a band at the Graystone 
Ballroom in Detroit, and I needed a theme song. So I wrote ‘Moonglow.’” The 
song’s appeal never really dwindled. With a clever counter-melody composed 
by George Dunning and new words by Steve Allen, 
the tune was an integral part of the 1955 motion 
picture Picnic.






