
In 1944 bandleaders Duke Ellington and Harry James collaborated with alto saxophonist Johnny 
Hodge     s to develop his melody into the hit song “I’m Beginning to See the Light” with a lyric by 
Don George, The song spent several weeks 
on Your Hit Parade and charted three times 
in 1945 with James’ version leading the pack. Vocalist Joya Sherrill, who was only seventeen, had 
just joined the Ellington band when they recorded this tune






